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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-166
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Holt
Date of Introduction: March 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, RCD
Date of Analysis: March 10, 2011
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 518 – Public Safety and Maintenance Code – add a new definition of commercial fishing operation, defined as any type of activity conducted on land requiring the location or storage of commercial fishing equipment such as fishing vessels, gear, docks, piers, landing and loading areas and cold storage facilities, and including any activity necessary to prepare finfish or shellfish for refrigeration.  The definition specifically does not include operations with the sole or primary function of processing seafood.
The bill amends the section on public nuisances to provide that no commercial fishing operation shall be declared a nuisance because of a change of ownership or a change in the character of the property in or around the operation.  It also provides that no commercial fishing operation shall be determined to constitute a public nuisance as long as its operation and equipment are maintained in manner so as not to constitute a blighting condition on the surrounding neighborhood.  Finally, the bill amends the section on property standards to provide that outside storage of commercial fishing equipment is allowed so long as it is maintained and not to constitute a blighting condition on the surrounding neighborhood.
Background Information: The purpose of the bill is to mirror existing state law that protects commercial fishing operations from land use and nuisance enforcement regulations that would have the effect of forcing the closure of the fishing operation.  The intent is that the operation of such facilities should not be unduly impeded or threatened by local nuisance complaints arising from the encroachment of residential development on existing fishing facilities.
Policy Impact Area: Nuisance enforcement; protection of commercial fishing businesses
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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